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SCIENTIA: an Institute for the History of Science and Culture,
founded by Salomon Bochner, presents . . .

A PANEL DISCUSSION on
"The Politics of Teaching Evolution in Texas"

Texas' process for deciding public school science curricula has been in the news lately, with the
national spotlight on debates over the drafting of revised science standards by the State Board
of Education. The final version of the standards, slated for a vote in March, will affect how
evolution is presented in biology and earth science curricula for the next ten years. Panel
members will comment on the how the political process is unfolding in Austin and what the
stakes are for the economic future of Texas. The panel will also consider how science classes
can be affected by the local demands of school district superintendents and parents, a reminder
that struggles over curriculum and evolution occur at all levels in Texas. This panel explicitly
focuses on politics and process, considering the sites of struggle and the stakes involved in
decisions on the science curriculum. It will not engage in debate about the relative scientific
merits of evolution vs. creationism/intelligent design.

Wednesday, 11 February 2009
7:00 p.m. McMurtry Auditorium

Duncan Hall, Rice University
Event is free and open to the public.

NOTE: The panel will speak for an hour, 7 p.m.-8 p.m., and then open the floor to
discussion and questions until 9 p.m.

Panelists

William R. Brinkley, Dean, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences,
William R. Brinkley BRASS Chair, Baylor College of Medicine

Kathy Miller, President, Texas Freedom Network

Richard A. Perzan, High School Biology Teacher, Academy of Science and
Technology, Conroe Independent School District

Moderator

Susan Keech Mcintosh, Director, Scientia Institute, Professor of
Anthropology, Rice University

Parking Information: http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~scientia/Parking-DH.htm
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